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Holy Spirit: The Gift Giver – Week 4 

“The Gift of Prophecy” | Pastor Ron Carpenter Jr. 
 

MESSAGE SUMMARY 

This week, we explore the gift of prophecy as God's way of downloading His eternal 
perspective into our hearts. When God gives us prophetic words or visions, He's 
painting a picture on the inside of us that contradicts what we might see with our 
natural eyes. The challenge is to focus on the unseen spiritual reality rather than the 
visible circumstances around us. This week, we will learn from examples of Mary & 
Abraham that despite our external situations, God’s faith picture for our lives WILL 
ALWAYS prevail!  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. God Lives Outside of Time - He Sees Your Finished Story 

• God lives in a constant state of "I AM"—no past to age Him, no future to learn, 
just complete eternal presence 

• He declares "the end from the beginning" (Isaiah 46:10), meaning He has 
already seen and completed your tomorrow 

• When God shows you something prophetic, it's not speculation—it's a snapshot 
of what He has already finished in eternity 

• Jesus said "It is finished" on the cross, giving legal permission for everything 
written about your life in heaven to manifest on earth 

• Scripture:  
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2. The Enemy Creates Visible Contradictions to What God Plants 
Invisibly 

• When God downloads something into your spirit, the enemy wants to create 
circumstances around you that contradict what God put in you 

• Mary cried at the empty tomb while angels rejoiced because she focused on 
what was visible (Jesus missing) rather than the unseen reality (He had 
conquered death and hell) 

• We must learn to "look at the things which are not seen" (2 Corinthians 4:18) 
• The prophetic word creates a faith image on the canvas of your heart that you 

must focus on despite external circumstances 

3. God Doesn't Repaint the Picture - He Changes Your Circumstances 
to Match It 

• When God gives you a prophetic word or vision, that becomes the eternal 
blueprint 

• If something in your life doesn't align with that picture, God doesn't adjust the 
picture to accommodate your current reality 

• If He's shown you blessing but you see lack, He removes the lack 
• If He's shown you healing but the report says otherwise, He heals the disease 
• Your job is to keep staring at the internal picture while God rearranges the 

external reality 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 

1. What prophetic word or promise has God given you that contradicts your 
current circumstances? How have you been responding—focusing on the 
visible problem or the invisible promise? 
 

2. Think about Abraham being called "Father of nations" before having even 
one child. What would it feel like to have everyone around you reinforce God's 
promise daily, even when your body says it's impossible? How can you create 
reminders in your life that reinforce what God has spoken? 
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3. Some prophetic words are meant to be spoken, and some are meant to be 
pondered (like Mary). How do you discern the difference? Can you think of a 
time when you shared something too soon or kept something quiet when you 
should have shared it? 
 

4. "Strategic affliction" creates weight and authority in your life. Looking back, 
what struggles have actually increased your spiritual capacity and given your 
words more power? How does this change how you view your current 
challenges? 
 

5. If your testimony of what Jesus has done becomes prophetic for others 
(Revelation 19:10), what testimonies in your life could encourage someone 
else to believe for their breakthrough? Who needs to hear your story? 

CONCLUSION  

The gift of prophecy isn't mystical —it's God downloading His eternal perspective into our 
spirit so we can see beyond time-bound circumstances. God has already finished writing 
our story and declares the end from the beginning. Our greatest challenge is keeping our 
focus on the faith image God paints internally while the enemy orchestrates external 
contradictions. Like Abraham hearing "father of nations" while childless at 100, we must 
let God's word be louder than your reality. Every prophetic word He gives is a completed 
reality in eternity waiting to manifest in time!  As we enter 2026, let's recognize that our 
"light afflictions" are strategic and preparing you to speak with authority that changes 
atmospheres. 

Your 2026 Declaration 

"I enter 2026 knowing God has already finished what He started in 
me. I will focus on His unseen picture more than my visible 

circumstances. I will embrace strategic afflictions as capacity-
builders, not obstacles. I will walk in the authority that comes from 

battles fought and won. This is my year to align with heaven's 
finished reality." 


